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THE VVORSHIPFULL: 
his worthy Neighbours, ABRanamM 


Dawes and WiLLian WyMONDESOLD, Eſquires, 
a paire of faithfull Friends,Patterns of godlinels, 
Patrons of goodneſs, and Patriots of Worth ; 


Holineſs, health and happineſs be conti- 


nued, multipliedand perfected 
in Chriſt Jeſus.our Lord, 


Hatſover Antiquitie hath left in record 
touching the admired effeits and fruits of 
true friendjbip betweene Patroclus end 
Achilles, T heſeus and Pirithous, Niſus 
and Eurilaus, and others, ſeemeth all but 
fained and fancied in compariſon of. that 
paritie, puritie, and raritie of fingular and endeered affettion 
(which lately came to my view) betweene Nicholaus Barbadi- 
c © and Marcus Triviſanus,two true friends, Gentlemen and 
Patriots of the Republique of Venice. T he hi#toricall Narration 
calls for not onely a Tullian Orator, but for a Tertullian#o 
Jhew it to life,and that requires ajuſt volume 100, For, if there. 
be a Mercuriall Quilibet, whocan inhis Qnodlibeticall Capa- 
citie comprehend an immenſitie, or in his ſublimated braine de- 
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fine an infinity, 


ſelves not themſelves /-* 


ferly deſpaire ) then may it be as well ſhewed how two minds 
may breathe in one breaſt, aud one minde may tive in iwo hearts. 


True it is, that (Ubi amat anima, 1bi animat) The ſoule 


liveswhere it loves , yet all is but ſtrength of imagination 1 a7 
not ionorant alſo, that the Starre-gaFers fancieaSigne inthe 
Zod:aque, and call it Gemini,one of the twelve Signes (in ſem. 
blarice Twins) but their Conceptions are as their Eccentriques 


and Epicicles not Eſſences ; phantaſies,not ſentences : but this 


pre of friends was a true, reall and actuall ſeale (Gemini) 
Twins on earth, like thoſe of Hypocrates,both actively gx paſ- 
fvely, as if they had bin (idem numero)»umer ically the ſame, 
The Aſtrologers Gemini were fancied fires aud ftarres, theſe 
moſt horieſt, hearty and faithfull loves in abſtrato.” The Sun, 
and Moone are the two greater lights among the Planets , theſe 
were 4s :wo reſplendent Sunnes ,gloriouſly ſhining,& graciouſly 
ſpreadine their rayes among, and above all the Magnifics's in 
the firmament of Venice. 

Softrong marveils,and ſo ſtrange Metamorphoſes as their ſin- 
cere friendſhip did produce and propoſe to the worlds view, ſeeme 


not tobethe effeits of the rare amitie and individuall love of 


Nicolaus Barbadicus, «xd Marcus Triviſanus, bt sf Nico. 
laus Triviſanus a#d Marcus Barbadicus. For aſſuredly their 
Natures being ſo heartily mutuall, thetr Names may be reſpes 
Aively communicable. | 

If any couldſet forth but in ſunsme that their rare, admirable 
aud matchleſſe friend(bip, with the lIizhtſome and delizhtſome 
rayes aud effects of the ſame, it would put that piece of Tully 
concerning the frienaſhip of Scipio and Lzlius to anon-plus, 

For there was in this rarepaire of friends a great diſparitiein 
ſomethings, and a greater paritieinthe moſt things ; yet I ſay 
wot one the greater for this, nor the other the better for that 
but(iidem non iidem,ipfteiccipliy he ſame not the ſame,them., 
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or in his ſtupendiows preſumption aares take upon 
him to relate an infandum, (and of ſuch an Ytopian Morus 7 nt- 
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DzeDi1CATORI-E. ; 


- © Triviſanus ſucconrs and faves Barbadicus at the point to pe- 
riſh, Barbadicus redeemes Triviſgnus fromthe wery enlfe of 


ſinking wherein hee was plunged , the one prodigall of his bloud 
for his friend, the other of his goods. 

T riviſanus onely ſollrcitoms for Barbadicus, Barbadicus ſha- 
keth hands with all his own aclights only topleaſe and topleaſure 
Triviſanus.T hi love-ftrife, this friendjhip-fizht, this mutual 
ambition inthis paire of friends to ſerveeach other, Venice ſaw, 
the world is amaJed at toread, and poiteritie willbe anauſed to 
heare, For two ſtrive all in good for the good of each, and both 


are vittorions, O rare trophee_ | By this Thefis (mintendeered 


friends ) you may gheſſe at the Hypotheſis +.if Iſhowld applie3t,as 
1 both can, andjuitly may; yt ſome ſpitefull hypocrite,and male. 
wvolent (þirit would not ſtick to ſay 1 did flatter, But its ſo well 
known, that in all my courſe of life both in City Court and Coun- 
try , I bave and do naturally hate adulation, and account it the 
ſlwvery and baſeric of baſeneſs , and ſurely it dwels in noe butin 
4 pore, baſe,and iznoble breaſt ; yea it is well knowne, that 1 ue- 
ver ſuffered more in all my life, than for my plainneſi and free. 


dome of (peech and ſpirit , for I amaright Macedonian, 1 muſt 


call a ſpade 4 ſp ade (whatever come of it ) and caunot mince it, 


4x4 ſay Sibbolerh for my heart pnt I muſt needs ſay heartily and 


with aſpiration Shibboleth.1»dg. t 2, | 
T her fore this ts that I muſt ſay,for it is trutb,aud all that now I 


will [ay that I may not aifpteaſe you,T hat more ſweet conſent Get- 


ter content, faſter union of minds, firmer conjunttionof concord, 
to love together,to live together, to doe all good offices each to o- 
ther in your private, and all good that did occurre for the pub- 
_ welfare of others in the rw where.you live, aud elſe- 


where, 1 never met withall, or o 
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ſervedin any part ofthe wor} d 
where Thave lived. Doth any Malcus with by left eart itch 10 
heare this! or doth au#y Momus withan envious eyeblinke ts read 
this ? andſo ſay a Mumpſimusto himſelfe ? afſuredly did 1 know 
them, I ſhould trench andireſpaſſe ſomewhat deeper upon-your 
patience 
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patience and modeſtic,and eſpecially ſhew that which might make 
their itching eares to tingle and their envious eyes 10 water , yea 
and to heave and ſee yet more, and yet more,untill ramperentur 
ilia bororum oſoribus. 

But the ſincerity of my ___ inz the truth, and the integritie 
of my cauſe ſtaves off all black- monthed curres, and for mine 
owne part 1 wave then as 1 doe the ſtinking and muddiewater in 
4 common ſeure or (inke. 

That which I lately delivered in a Sermon inthe voice of a 


living mas to a Chriitian auditorie, aſſembledat the ſolemni7a- 


tion of a mariage,I havein this Treatiſe laidit open to ſcanning 


andcenſure, and buried it in adead letter of leſſe efficacie, and 


made it yours : Not that yon deſired it , for you heardit not, nei- 
ther did any of the Auditorie requeſt it that I know , ( as ſome 


men. uſe to faine and apologiſe in their Nedications )but I have 
done this of mine own accordtruly & fincerely,to expreſſe in part, 


what obſervation I have taken of you(for the ſpace of ſeven years, 


ſeven moneths,and ſome _ whiles I was your Paſtour. What 


Joy 1tooke to behold you and your whole people ſo fairely, ſo friend. 
ly, and ſo freely to live and cohabite together in ſuch extraord:. 
nary Chriftianbearing andforbearing gs the Apoſiolique phraſe 
s, And alſo I have done this to manifeft my obſervance, reſpett, 
&F thankfulneſs unto you for all your former favonrs,courteſies, 
and kindzeſſes ſhewed toward mee and mine,expreſſed ina gene- 
rous. free, andnoble manner. 
1 luttle reſpett or regard the conceits or cenſures of thoſe, who 
fancie nothing but factioniu Churchand State, for their Chime- 
raes are likeſt Tobacco of any thing in the world : For, as that is 
news kinaled, makes a linking ſmoake, and quickly goes out, 
ut leaves aninherent ftinke inthe noſtrils and flomacks of the 
takers, not to bedrawn out, but by putting in a worſe ſavour, as 


of Onions and Garlick (according to the proverbe) The ſmell of 


Garlick takes away the ſtinke of dung-hils ;ſo their choler i like 
Gun-powder, touch it with a ſparke of fire, andit i in your face ; 
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their ſpeeches,like offenſive ſmoake, ſoone droven away with the 
winde, bnt their unſavenrineſ\which they leave behinde them vs 
like Mephitis andthe ftinking Lacus Aſphaltires;end for ought 
that I can perceive, the ſtinkethey leave behinde them and their 
Verome, cannot be conntermanaed but by the common ſeures and 
lay-ſtalls of the moſt beaſtly and moſt noyſome dung-hils. 

Tet ,forſooth,theſe buſi- bodies, born under Mercury, muſt be 
a reforming all the world: and how thinke you? by —_ it,as if 
they were Auguſti Cxſares, and perpetuall Dittators,but what 
would they reforme? all the world XI ſay) as Auguſtus raxed it , 
And how far thinke you ? ſurely ſo far as the Duke of Florence 
his foole pilled an Onien.T his Duke cauſed a» Onion to be given 
is bis Couſin Naturall, andbad himpill it , hee puls off one 5kin, 
and then another, and ſo forth, at laſt comes to the Cloves of the 


Onion ; he ſuppoſing theſe to be skins alſo,albeit ſomwhat thicker, 
off they 5. ane to another, and at laſt whenthe Duke calls 
for his pilled Onion,what was left thinke you ? Athing called 
Nothing like an 0 nion, So theſe maſters ,if they were left to their 
follie and foolerie jntheir fancied reformation, thoughthey take 
much paines in the pilling and poling, that their eyes watered a- 
gaine, yet ſopoorea pittance would remaineof their Platorien, 
Plutonian, Eutopian Church and Republique, that the ancient 
and graver ſort might havejuſt cauſe toweepe,waile,and lament 
45 the Iſraelites aid, who had known the firſt Temple built by Sa- 
lomon,wher they beheld the ſecond rebuilt in the time 
miah: Ohquantum diſtabart ab illo! But what vt I blot paper 
with their fancies? I know you arenoſuch « Alchymiſts » The 
Church of Enzland is your mother, and from her breaſts you are 
perſwaded that your ſelves and all yours with all others that live 
therein, may ſuck the ſyncere milke of the Word, andarimke the 
ſaving knowledge of the Cup of Salvation. | 
And when you doe receive and drinke of that Cup of Salvation, 
you doe it, kneeling with humiliation of boay and hamility of 
heart, as becommeth ſober and moderate Chriſtians ; you arc 
none 
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Bread-worſhip, as you know ſowe [tal. 


us have endevonred, I know you hate the 


elliſhconceits have they of themſelves )that they, forſooth, 

are fit companions for Chri3t Ieſus. It matters not for them, hold 
you 02 your godly courſes, and 4s God hath united your hearts gr 
the hearts of your chilaren , te love and like one anether in the 
ſtate of marriage, Gods bleſſed Ordinance, { continue in your 
true and Chriftian fellowfhip, without which what is this world 
but avaſt deſert and wilde wilderneſſe? your true loving friend. 
ſhip ſhall multiplie your joyes & mitigate your griefes, Let others 
d:iſſemble,they will finde it painfull,and full of traviſes, andthey 
that imbrace ſuch, ſhall finde them all for that which fooles cafl 
Fortune and not Nature , and ſuch ſball want true friends as 4 
reward of their perfidious Natures. Let it be your glory to ſay We 
'* are open-heartedtheone tothe other ; wee have ſingled each other 
from the generality of thoſe with whom wee live, and ſbalf ever 
make one another the xv of our own miſhes. Let others ad- 
mire at an eclypſe of: the Sunne or Moone,and gaXe at a blaFing 
Starre ; dove you regard and underſtand the ſweet motions and 
wholſome exhalations of your owne affeitiens,and temper and re- 
gulatethewto Gods glory and the conſolation of your own ſoules. 
To which end, your poore Levite andvotarie- ſhall never ceaſe 
(whiles wee live together in this vale of vanitic) earneſtly and 
heartily todefire the Almighty God long to keep, preſerve and- 
continue you and all yours 11 holine(ſe,health, happineſs,and pro. 
{þeritie,to Goas 2lory, to your owne true comfort and conſolation 
in ths world, to your everlaſting ſalvation & elorification in 
the world to come,through the mercies of God, and the merits & 


ſaving grace and favour of Teſus, in whom, & for whom I am 


Wandeſworth, 
Ang. 13.1632, 


Yours to be com- 


manded, FF. L. 
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Who can finde a vertwous Woman ? for her price s farre 
above Rebies, 


He Wiſdome of God,»urpoling to 

{et out, 8 ſhew forth unto the ſons 

of menthe gracious endowments, 

and vertuous conditions of a good 

i Woman , ſeemeth to mee 1a this 

SA AJj Text, to put the cauſeto hands, 

that thoſe, who by ſeeking have found, and by find- 

ding experimentally, know this bleſhing, -may.ſub- 

. ſcribe , andthe daughters of men, who have bzene 

ſued and foughtunto, might underſtand,and alwayes 
call ro minde, what an incomparable. blefling they 

ſhould be ro thoſe, by their vertuous deportment, 


who with ſo much ſuing, and {ceking have OG 
, them 


em 


CR  —_— WC OC A Ie , 
I au caa_wed 


T The incomparable j EWEL L. 


them, and have laboured all the world over to finde - * 
one good.every one for his owne ſelfe, 
It alſo pleaſeth the wiſdome of Godto open it ſelf ry: 
untous in this Oracle, Firſt,by a 224re,Who can finde "A 
4 vertrous woman ? Secondly, by a Qware , For her 3 


Price ts farre above Rubies, p.. 

The 2»zre as an Inler, runs into foure Rills. The We 
firſt is the Indefinitenefle of the Queſtion:Who? Who ie 
I ſay among all 2 Secondly, the Difficultie of the 7 
Queſtion : 1Vhocan? Which,albcirir be difficult, yer ” 
itis feaſable: foran Act tending thereunto is implied, = 7 
Who can finde ? which implies Seeking. Some by b 
ſeeking find them ſans queſtion ; the reaſon is mani- "= 
feſt , for the Evangelicall Precept Seeke, hath an An- 7? 


oclicall Promiſeannexed, azd yee ſhall finde, Thirdly, 4 
the SubjeR,or rather Object : What ? A Woman, Who 
can finde aWoman ? Alas, what more caſie to finde 
than that Creature ? Shee is no ©/{:4z2 Nl; : yea but 
that's not all. The Qualitie is the Queſtton,and that's R 
the knot : Whe can finde a vertnous Woman ? which is 2 
the fourth Rill thatthe Quzre runs into. ; 

The T:earines render the Quare thus ; Who can 
finae a ſtrong Woman f And why ſo? for that nothing ; 
is ſtronger, or more prevailing than vertue. A ver- 7A 
ruous woman prevails with God, for ſhee is gracious | 
with him ; prevails with Men, for ſhee is compliable 
roward them , prevails with both, for ſhee is :ot one- 
ly of [{rael, bur atrue Iſraelite ; nota Chriſtian wo- 
man Numero onely, inthe rout, as one ſhould ſay a- 
mong many ; nor N#meroes Profeſſione onely,among 
the rout, andin the outward ſemblance, bur a true, 
reall, vertuous, gracious Chriſtian woman Namere, 


« Profeſione, and Electione , who is made partaker of 


that 8 
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The incomparable [1 BWELL, 


that Grace, which winneth infallibly, holdeth inſe- 
perably , and leadeth indeclinably inthe wayes of 
eternall bleſſedneſſe. This is the 24ere, wherein I 
findea Raritic, I heſe vertuous Women Apparent 
rare nantes ingurgite vaſts. | 
The 2«are is rationall, and diſcloſeth ir ſelfe into 
five parcels. For, beſides the eſtimation of a good 
woman in the whole Text, and the price of a good 
woman ; who is 24anrtivs pretiiin all good mens 
judgements , her valuation with God weighes down 
all. For firſt, Gods wiſdome reſembles her toa 
Jewell, in the Generall : Secondly, toa Rubie, in 
Particular: Thirdly, in Pluralitic,to Rubies: Fourth- 
ly, Superlatively, Above Rubies : Fifthly, and laſtly, 
aper-ſuperlatively, Farre above Rubies. This is the 
9ware, and herein I finde Priceleſneſſe. 
From therills of the 2»erc,and fromthe parcels of - 
the 2are reſults this Propoſition. 


A grations vertuons wife ts a rare , and choice Tewell Propoline. 


of incomparable valnation. 

In the firſt place I ſhall endeavourto ſhew this Ra- 
ritie by enumeration of places, perſons, and by put- 
ting of the caſe more plainly. 

Firſt, for Places. Many places afford few good ones, 
and in the laticude and extent of place they are rare 
and fingular. Canaan affords a good Sarah,(Rara fait 
illa Sarah) anda faithfull Abraham found her. The 
Captivity ycelded an Heſter thar ſhrunk not,but haz. 
zarded her bloud for the people of God her Coun- 
rreymen. The Wilderneſle had an holy © Miriam, 
The Iſracl of God one good woman, the wife of 
Phinehas,chat takes to heartthe lofſe of Gods Arke, 
taken by the Phili;tines. In all Iſrael ane Deboreh, 
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(Mulier conſultiſsima) that knew the minde of God, 
In all the Land of Moab, but one reſolute Ruth, that 
forgoes, forgets, and forſakes her Countrey and 
kindred, for the God of Iſrael. And in all the Territo- | 
rie of $140#, but one poor widow of Sarepta,who en- 
rertainesthe Servant and Prophet ofthe Lord. Thus 
much for the Places : Women, yee fſce, are ſowed 
very thick, but verruous women are reaped very thin, 
andarelong 2 comming up, like Coteſwoll Barley. 
Secondly for Perſons. Itfany one might findethis 
good one, in all probability, the prime man inthe 
Primitivetime might finde her ; but Adam found a 
tempting Evah. Holy 1b found ablaſphemous foo- 
lihconfort to his wife : Potent Ahaſuerns a difloyall 
Y aſhti. Strong Sampſon a perftidious Dalilah,Magnifht- 
cent Ahab found in his [vorie Palace a falſe-hearted; 
whoriſh, paintcd Jeſabel. Evangelizing Ananias a Sa- 
phira, a conſort and companion in evill : and prudent: 
Salomon, not one #xter omnes. Thus for the Perſons. 
It then neither in manifold Places, nor among ma- 
ny Perſons this Jewell can be found, butrarely, as 
hath beene ſhewed ; you may quickly reſolve the 
point of raritie, by putting the caſe your felves. And 
you,O menand morrals,who have wofull experience 
of this raritte, may pititully complaine, and ſay in 
the words of the Prophet : Woe is us, that theſe ver- 
tuous gratious Women are like the gleanings attecr 
harveſt, and like rhe cluſters of grapes after the vin= 
tage. Inthe 2»ererhen there israritic ſans Queſtion. 
Inthe 2uare, which isthe ſecond parcell of the 
Text, I finde Priceleſneſſe;l doe not ſay Peerleſneſle, 
nor yer pettiſhand peeviſh Preciſenefle. Theſe will 
be ſubjetro reproofe intheir places. Bur the Price. 
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leſneſle of a good wife, cadeavour to ſhew from the 
peeces of the Context,firſt Polttively, and then Pri. 


vatively, | | 
Poſitively : A vertuous wife is a Cordiall to ther 
hus>and. Firſt, to his heart,for that truſts in her: Se- 
condly, to his bones'; ſhee makes him a glad man, 
anda glad hcart fatteththe man,and.makes him bar- 
ren. Thirdly, to his xeputation;: Hee: fitreth with 


the Elders of the. | Citie; andis with them. of good 


eſteem. And fourthly, to his ſtate,by her care,fruga- 


lity,and houſewivery.Doubtleſle this Cordiall Con- 
{ortis Pricelcfle. wlboz. 2A... [ 49 

Secondly, 1 ſhew it Privatively,” A; vertuous/wite 
doth herhusband no evill; as wicked wives doe:wic- 
ked, and vitious wives are Corrafives to their hal- 
bands, and:not Cordials. Firſt,ro their hearts,by do- 
lour, palpitation, and doubtings. Secondly, rotheir 
bones, by their inſatiable Intemperance , which 
brings rottenneſs co his bones. Thirdly, to hisreputa- 
tion: Hee fits, good man, and figheth among his 
Ncighbours, and they cannot diſcernewhatayleth 
him. Foutthly and laſtly, to his ſtate and condition - 
of life ; ſhee brings thatto a morſell of bread,and ro a 
corn of ſalt. Afuredly ſuch a wife is a curſe, anda 
deadly corraſtye tothe heart of her husband. 

W hereas the yertuous wife doth her dutie, not by 


firs and flaſhes, but conſtantly andcontinually, forſo ;.......;... 
ſpeaketh my Context(and I dare not omitit ) : and ſo & paricella 
ſhce becommeth a continuall feaſt, and cordiall unto —_EEs 


his hearr. Shee is neverinthe ſorrie moodes ; cither 
inthe Indicative,complaining, murmuring, or grud- 


ging; or intheImperative,commanding her husband, 


and domineering ; but ever inthe Optative,wiſhing, 
B 3 and 
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and woulding with meekeneſle, and fobrietie, 

In the fecond place. As a vertuous woman 1s a 
Cordiall to her husband; ſo is ſhee as a skilfull Pa/z- 
»ur=s,4 Pilotto her children. Shee beats,brings,and 
breeds them up inthe fear and nurture of the Lord. 
Sodid Lows, Timothie's Grandmother bring up her 
Daughter Enice, and Eunice Timothy her Son. The 
benefit of this her bringing, and breeding them up 
ſheereapethyfor they prove not ſtubborne, and diſo- 


bedient children, nor incorrigible caitiftcs, but they 


riſe up,and calltheir mother bleſſed;and they are her 
choyce Jewels, As agodly, gratious, and vertuous 
Lady of this Kingdome anſwered another Ladie a 
Neighbour of hers that came to her a How doing, as 
they terme it: this religious Lady had beene with her 
{aid Neighbour not uw before, and ſhee having 
ſhewed her all her Plate, Chaines, Carkenets, Rings, 
Jewels, and other prettic knacks i» archivis , ſaid, 
that afrer ſome few dayes ſhee alſo would come and 
fee what Jewels and Rarities ſhee had : this good La- 
dic replied, ſhee ſhould be welcome. Come ſhee did 
ſome few daycsafter,but inthe afternoon of the day, 
for ſome reaſons beſides good manners, quas dicere 
xolo; Shee was accoſted wirh fair falutes,and comely 
comportments: many words palled,and much rime 
ſpent,asisuſuall in ſuch viſits ; It drew toward night, 
and time ofdeparture. Arlaft,quoth this viſiting, and 
How doing Ladie, You told mee the other day, that 
you would (hew me your Jewels when I ſhould come 
to ſee you, I pray you now doeſo according to your 
promiſe. T hat ſhall lwillingly doe, by Gods favour, 
quoththe godly Lady, Andrelling her aprettiertale 
ortwoto prolong thetime,anon her children came 


in 
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iQ from ichoole, Theſe, theſe, quoth this good 
Ladie(as once that thrice noble Roman Lady Corne- 
lia, the mother of the Gracchi ſaid) are my Jewels. As 
for the other vanities which you ſhewed mee the 0- 
ther day, areinreſpetof theſe my Children of no 
valuation at all.@ Herojna vere beroica, & heroe digna. 

In the third place. A:vertuous wife is a true Ladie 
(note the fignification of Lady in the Saxon tongue, 
from whence the name of Ladic with us is derived) 
roward her Domeſticks, or houſhold {ervants, Shee 
ſers them their taskes, / they catenot their bread” in 
idleneſſe.And for their wholſome food and rayment, 
they ſurpafle other mens ſervants. 

Inthe fourth place. Shee is an helping hand tothe 
Poor. Shee laboureth, that ſhee may givethem. Shee 
ſpareth at home,thatthe poor abroad may have ſome 
raſte of her thrift, and ſhee cateth not her morſels a» 
lone : ſheeis no idle, noridoll goffip, that ſpends 
idlely and vainly more in one moneth, than ſhee be- 
ſtowes onthe poorin awhole yeare, yea perhaps in 
ſeven yeares, 

In the fifth place. Shee is an eye to her neighbours 
by her good example; for her good works ſo ſhine, 
that her neighbours may ſee them, and glorifie her 
Father, which is in heaven. | 

Inthe {1xth place. Shee is a Saintto her God ; with 
whom (hee hath found favour; and with whom both 
her life is pretious, and her departure hence ; Right 
deer inthe ſizht of the Lord «the death of his Saints, It 
their deaths be fo pretious with him, doubtleſle their 
lives arc ſoalſo, either Temporall life, or Ecernall,as 
ſhall moſt conduce to Godsglory. 

Laſtly, Shee is in andto her ſelfe an incſtimable 


Peatle, 
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Pearle, which wheathe Merchant had tound, he fold 
all hee had, and bought it; in reſpet of theſweetre- 
poſe hee hathvinthe incomparable content of a qui- 
et Conſcience. For chaſte ſheeisin body ; compoſed 
in ſoule and ſpirit: ſhee openeth her mouth iti diſcre- 
tion, and under herlips is the Law of Grace. 

Where livesthat wightthat can match this price. . 
leſneſſe? $hee weighs like theShekle of the SanQua- 
ry, wherein twentic Gerahs goe to one Shekle , 
rwenty and twenty to that cannot equalize her, The 
Platonifts extoll the 14ea of Vertue, that it it might 
be ſeene per ſe, all thecarth would bein love with the 
beautie thereof : but if the gratious, and vertuous 
wite hada cunning and curious Difſector to anato- 
mize her, ſhee would be a 2xinteſna unto the moſt 
profound Naturaliſt , Et admirabiles amor excituret 
affettus , 1mo, Impiger extremos curret Mercator ad Ta- 
dos : ut potiatur hac. 

If therefore you take a view of this gratious ver- 
tuous wife , cither Pofitively, as (hee is a Jewell ; or 
Comparatvely, as ſhee is a Rubie, or Pluralitively, 
as ſhee isreſembled to Rabics ; -or Superlativeiy, a- 
bove Rubies ; or Super-ſupe:l:tively, farre above 
Rubies, you will conclude with miec inthe cauſe,con. 
fidering the Premiftes, That a gratious vertuous 
wifc 1s a Jewell of incomparable valuation, 

Dov. as, The Reaſons aremaniteſt , For ſhee is the Gift of 

Ibid. 13. God, ſhee isthe Crown of her husband,albeit hee be 

vid. 18. her head nay ſhee is a Tranſcendent, Forſhee is Res 
bona,veyondallPredication, not boundcd within the 
limits of any Predicament, Predicable, or Topicall 
Predicate, 


Miſtake not now in all this Explication,that albeit 
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Icall her pricelefle, 1 doe not fay ſhee is peerleſſe. Many 
doubtleſs there are of theſe vertuous wives ; yet 1 date” 
ſay, that the __ of the one is rare, in reſpeQof/the 
pluralitie ofthe other:thar 's to ſay,a paucitie of pearles, - 
a pluralitie of peebles. Pearles few, fir to be worn bythe 
beſt , pecbles many,good for nothing burto be trampled 
under foor: yetthar God; who hath;givenMancommil. 
ſion ro feek, hath alſo granted permitlion to finde, ſuch 
an one asthe Text meaneth. 

Furthermore, albeit I ay ſhee is pricelefle,yer Idoenot 
ſay ſhee is preciſe. The Textſaith not, who carrfind a pre- penicies, 
cife wite? Therearetoo toomany of them,, who cannot 5m, um 
be content tobe Maſter at home, but they will play Rex, F=<m= 
raxing Czſar; they will play Zex,ſ(aying, The Parliament mini f@- 
was ill adviſed'to'make ſach:and ſuch-a'Law;, yea and aw. 
Grex to0, impoſing upon- their ſilly neighbours.” - 

As I ama man, and confider things equally, I can find 
no great reaſon, why a man ſhould ſeek, tue, and wooea' 
woman. For, in reaſon, the weaker ſhoald ſecke for ſup- 
portation of.the ſtronger;and northe conrary.: Onely I 

rememberin the Creation, I indethatthe woman was 
made of the riboftamin, and ſohappely the man,con- 
ceiting that hee wants ſome-thing , is occafioned togos 
ſeek his loftrib,untill he findeir. 17 

But as [|ama:Chriſtiaaman,and look above my ſelf and: 
all the world, and hope for a better beeing in feeling the 
powers of another litey then | ſee Marriage i honourable y, 
among all men, andthe ted undefiled ; but Whoremongers, 
and Adulterers God will judge, oo 

I ſee God the Fatherto be the firſt Prieſt tomarriethe 
firſt couple,and that in: Paradiſe in thetime of Mans In- 
nocencie.I {ce God the Son honouring marriage with his 
firſt miraclein Cane of Galile, Godthe Holy Ghoſt over- 

) C | ſhadowing. 
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ſhadowiag the bleſſed Virgin, eſpouſed to 7oſep-, in the 
wonderfull myſtery of the Incarnation, I ſee ithonoured 
of the whole T rinitie, both in wordand decd-Inword, 
by reſembling the Kingdome of Chriſts Church to a 
Marriage on Earth, and in deed, by ſaving inthe De- 
luge eight married perſons, and no other. | 
I obſervethe bleſſed Virgin, andthe holy Diſciples of 
Jeſus,to be preſent as gueſts: at a marriage feaſt. I inde it 
honoured of the Fathers of the Church, wha call marri- 
age, Eccleſia Seminarium, filling the Earth with People, 
and Heaven with Saints, I finde it honoured of Jewes, 
who keptittyed to their tribes, and had it in great reve- 
rence; yeaand I read that marriageis honaured of the 
very Gentiles, andthatinagrear deale of ſtrineſle, and 
auſteritic. In a word, I obſerve.it honoured of all, except. 
Hereticks and Papiſts, The old:Hereticks,called Catherr, 
damned ſecond marriages, and the new heteticall Papa- 
lins, who with-Pope Sr:cows,that great Dor of Rome, in- 
rerpretthat of the Apoſtle (Rom, ;9.. They that arerathe: 
fleſh cannot pleaſe:God) moſtcarnally and grofſelys Ar dz- 
camfall; eos, qui negant Siricinm ifium Papam os hatuiſſe, 
anda foulc onetoo;zwho by his curſed glofle, which cor- 
ruptsthe, Text, and his curſed head that underſtands. it 
nor,yet ſets this his privateſtampe uponit, ſaying, 7hey 
that are intbefleſh;thatis ro ſay;T hey that are married con- 
not-pleaſe God: 
0 res digna. joco, & riſncelebrandabime(tri, 

— All this while. I have ſpokento your heads: byway of 
Explication; give mee leave now toexemplifiethe Text 
by tpeakingto your hearts & beſt affeRions by more par- 
tl Application : and forrhatwee will not wander 
atlarge, we will indeavour toſhew what eſtimation is ts 
be ladofa vertuous wife, andwhatdcteſtationof. aviti: 
gua-veide; 1 of 
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Ofa vertuous wife: Firſt, in the eſtimatc df Jewels. Se- 
condly, inthequaitr'; atd fie reſemblance'that ſhee is 
likened'ro Peartes.Thitdly,of a vitious wife;whoſeprice 
is reſembled - and matched with -che price 'of -a Dog. 
Fourthly, asthe Text'referres'toall of either ſexe His- 
bands, and Wives, And laſtly, asthe Text refleQs upon 
the Bridegrooine and the Bride,and they upon it. 


Touching thefirſt point. T he Queſtions hot, Whoean' 
findea faire woman? For favour-is deceirfull,and favont' 


isnoſuch Jewell, ſeeing a gleatne of the Suninewill dil. 
colour it, the fit of an Ague Gil. faſhion it, and rhewtin- 
clesotold Age make it 'very uneven, with\unhandſome 
fatrowes tote ro, Neither is the Queſtion, Whocan 


—_——— 


finde arich wiſe 2 forthatbleſſing isthe care andability 


ofthe parents. In which point;the Schoolerefalves very 
neatly. There are three ſorts of things here 'benearh; Of 
the firſt ſort, ſoneare/ſogo6d, thit God beſtowes them 
upon none but his owh'dear ones; as juſtifying Fairh,ſan- 
aifying and ſaving Grace, Repenrance ro Salvation,and 
the like. Ofthe ſecond fort, ſome are ſo bad, that none 


havethem, but the wicked and teprobares;as Infidelity, 


Hardneſle of heart,Contempt of Gods Word, finall Im- 
penitencie,& the refidue 65uſ#em farrdgingutl potius furs 
f#ris.Ofthe third ſort, ſomeare Adiaphoricall,or indiffe- 


7 rentywhichareglven promiſcuouſly both tothe good, 


and-torthe wicked; for thatthey are neither go0d;norbad 
in themſelves, butonely in theiroſe;and theſe are Riches; 
For, Abrahams the faithfull,and Lot the righreons, were 


wealthyj8 ſo wasalſo-Nab«/ the ſottiſh, ſurly; &foolifſ» 


churle; withthe gameleſſaEpicarean GlutrotvintheGoP 
pel. So clien'you ſee the point, Good men & evil 


chem,and they provecither a curſe, or ablefſings everras - 


the A. 9%; wife may be gy 
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of rich Parents, but a gratious and Vertwuous wile 15 the 
gift ofGod;and ſhee isthe woman to be ſo highly prized. 
Her pricetherefore is the price of Jewels priceleſſeyit 
isfarre above Jewels :: Onely herein lics the difference, 
Jewels oft-times are overyalued, their worthlying onely 
in opinion,and fo is nominall ; but her worth is reall. 
The eſtimation of Jewels and Pearles have been cver- 
more very pretious.Cl/copatra Queene of Egypthad from 
the Kings of the Eaſt two-Pearles, valuedatan hundred 
Seftertium,which is,two hundred Tunne of Gold. And 
Iulizs Ceſar had one only Jewcll, valued at the ſame rate. 
\ Bur what make 1 mention of profane ſtuffe? Salomon the 
oreat when hee would expreſiea matter of incomparable 
value, hee doth it by the reſemblance of a Pearle. 
Chriſt Jeſus, the true Sa/ormoz(whereof the other was; 
buta Type) when hee would declarethe priceleſneſſe: of 
the Kingdome of Heaven,fets n forth in the reſemblance 
roa Merchant, that ſecking-goodly pearles , finding one; 
of incomparable worth, ſclls all bee hath and buyes it. 
Thus you have the eſtimation of Jewels ; ſee the firgeſle, 
andelegancie of the reſemblance to Pearles. Firſt;inthe 
Generation of Pearles, Secondly, in theirunion, orone+' 


neſſe. Thirdly, intheir Appearance. And foutthly;-in. 
their Efficacie, . ta 4 CY. 


, 


| The Generation of Pearles,eſpecially the Oriemalls: 


properly ingendred from the deaw of heaven. For, -at@ 
certaine (eaſon the Conche, or mother of pearles opens; 
and receives in the deaw,whereof the pearls in: due time 
are perteRted, The gratious and vertious-wonjan. inwy 
rext, minding heaven and heavenly things, is intent and 
lookes forall her bleflings from heayen ;, whence every 
goodand perfeR- gift deſcenderh; by the influence; and: 
inipicarion of the Holy Ghoſt. The deaw of her birthin 
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the a of Regeneration, is fromthe wombe of the mor. 
ning., _ FS, API has 
The Union of pearles is alwayes only one. Therefore 
the, Latines call them /-r0ne5, not Plares;iasmoſtly one; 
The Motto of this good woman is Semper eadems, and the 
word of an honourable. Familie in this Land. Cor waum, Tc nordet 


the honou- 


vianna,is her Reſolution and Diſpoſition. For,albeit this hctamiie | 
good wife have a conſort, ant husband 3 yerthey twoare cv. 
one fleſh. One heart of faithfulnefle ſhee hath ro her buf. 
band, one way of integrity to walke in ;- and be her huſ- 
band abſent,or preſent,thee iseventhe ſame. Harlots, and 
vitious women havetwo, yea twentie,; and canas well be 
content with one man,as with one eye. ir; - 111» 7 
The Quantity of peartes in appearance is very ſmall;but 
1a their operation great, and virtuall. The vertuous wife 
is lowly,and nothing in her own eyes; and-ſpeakes as the 
bleſſed Virgin in, her Magws ficat., ', The Lord hath laoked 
upon the lowlineſſe of his hand-maidcn.. | Xea- pearles will 
caſt luſtres, being broken into the leaſt-parcely, ſparkes, 
and pieces : This vertugus wite! artheJoweſt-cbbg, will 
then moſt of allſhew-farth her-gratigus and'enobled te. 
ſolutions. .. O52 21:4 10 9912 203 LO S715? 
Laſtly, forthe efficacie and yertuce-of: pearles is mar- 
vellous. Far Pearleis cordiall, clpecrally the:Rubiec, ro 
' which pearle this priceles creatyre is reſembled.Cordiall 
isthe pearle Rubie againſt the diſeaſe called the Cordiacs 
Paſsio, which is a wringing of the /heart;\ This vertuous 
wife dilates che heart of ther husband, which doth truſt in 
her fidelity,8ſo.heis norrroubled withany Dubirarion. 
Cordiall alſo is this pearle the Rubie againſt the diſeaſe 
of the heart;called Corgzs Sywcopen, which is theſwouning 
of rhe heart, This gaod vertmous wite,Jiketothe virtgall 
and powerfull Rubie , evreethe drooping beart.of her 
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careful husband;and fortifies it againſt all aſſaults in/the 
broyles and turmoyles of this world, both by her ſweet! 
companie; . which is compliable in ſympathizing with 
him, as alſo by her good counfell, which is prudent, pro- 
videnr,and perpetual. | 

I have read, and have received credential relation of 
thoſethat knew-a great, and prudent Peer of this Stare, 
who in his dayes wasreputed the Oracle of the time ; and 
yet would often ſay to his fatniliar friends and intimates, 
that he would not leave the advice,counſell, and foreſtghr 
of hiz wife which hehad in one yeare,forhalte his Reve> 
nue. Thus you ſeetheeſtimation that is made of pearle, 
with the fitnefſe of che reſemblance. Deſcend wee now 
from this land of Goſhen,where is light,and lettis (though 
againſt our wils) looke downe unto Sodom, Seboim,” Ada- 

ma, and Gomorrhacovered with ſtinking Sulphur. 

 Turnthe Text! and read icthus. Whoean finde a viti- 


open ſtreet with an whores behaviout 4 -ſhee licth waite 
in every'corner toentice thee; Her'feet cannor abide in 
her houſe 2 ſhee will be heard ifnor ſeen, for ſhee is bab- 
lingand loud, and withan'impudent face, and flattering 
lips ſhee entiſerh rhe foole, thatis taken with her allure- 
ments; whoisled likean'Oxe to theſlaughter, and like a 
foolerothe ſtocks for correion. Her houſe is the way 
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to the grave, which goath:downe:ito the chambers of 
death.; Shee willbringamanto.a mor(el of bread, and 
will hunt for his. pretious life, Shee deſpiſeth/her maker, E<cus.23- 
treſpaſerh; againſt her: hus5band; and begetrech her chil- 
drenby angrhermane -{ Th 
Shee infrigidates, and dries up the. body, makes the 
heart of mane apoſtate (asthe wiſeman ſaith)diminiſh- ,_._ _ 
eth the þrainegrots the: bones and ruines the ſtate of a graiam, 
man.Plcaſant at firſt ſhee 18;like.Drofcorides Rhododaphne, —_ E, 
fairetotheeye, but poyſan to thetaſte ;andasbitreras currun z- 
wormwood in the fide. They that find ſuch avitious vers mon 
mine, are ip danger to:loſegraccy deſtroy their hope of ,.7 8 
glory, and iacurre etertiall.darnoation;! », : 11 PACE 
 Avitious woman knowethneither good, nor bad, be Newe jus, 
it better or worſe; beneficiall, or hurrfult they-will- doe req; zquur, 
what a hee is vitious: ſheeis alſo various , like norm, 
the Sea,theeebbesand figwes.An husband isacloake for 96 zaiil | 
her villanie z once married, ſhee may flic out at her plea+ quod libido 
a] the name of an husband- is a ſanQtuazie to make all avs ei 
Sg | nz vir ſu 
What 'Savitious wWaman * A whore; What*s ſhee-r A ud exc 
gulfe to devoure youth, aruineof mankinde, a conſumer »culo concen- 
_ of patrimonics and matrimpnies, a downfall of honour, 5," 


Inven. 


fodder forthe Devill, and a ſupplement ro hell. A birter 
honey ſhee is, ſweet poyſon,delicate deſtruRion, a'volun- 

tary miſchiefe, a puddle,anda dung: bill 
Lucretia, a notable-queane, confeſſed, that gluttony, 
anger, envie, pride, ſacriledge, ſlaughter, wereall borne 
thatday, thata whore began her profeſſion; for, as ſhee 
tollowes it, her pride is greater than arichchurles ; ſhee 
is moreenvious thanthe plague, as malitious as melan- 
choly, and as coverous as hell. If from the beginning of 
the world any were Male, pejor,peſiims : Bad inthe yaper: 
tive 
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lative degree, '4 whore is*Longe peſima;'Super-luperla. 
tively nought: How many (faith this:prodigious Curti- 
fan ) have lundone, cauſed to bewounded, and flzines 
O Antoniagthou ſeeſt what am without, but within God 
knowes I am a puddle of iniquitie, a finke of fine Thus 
Lacretiato Antonia, OIL wa erin 

- Such a wife is a fever HeQicke(as Scaliger ſayes)ctired 
onely by death. Mare haud wttre, vos Mareacerrimum( tad 
one by woeful experjericesffuch women). An Triſh Sea, 


- 


which is called Mare porrewroſum, is not ſo turbulentand 


raging as avitious woman. A vitious woman yet one may 
eſchew, but a vitious wife cannotbeav6yded, onc being 
once married; which madethe Divelk' asmoſtDivines 
hold, when hee hadtaken away 70bs goods; health, chil- 
dren, friends, to perſecute. himthe'more, uſed the& help of 
his wicked wife to'vexeand gaule him, worſethan all the 
fiends of hell , 'as knowing the conditions ofa'vitious 
woman. 

What price then doe you take this Creature to be of ? 
Any, ornone ?Ifany, itis the price of a dog, an hog, an 
hyzna, acrocodile, a camelion,'a dragon, a ſerpent. See 


 whateſtimation wiſe men make of fach. 


I had rather dwell with a Dragon, ora Lion,than keep 
houſe with a vitious woman : I had rather dwell ina wil- 
derneſle , no wickednefſle like to hers : ſhee makes a for- 


rowfull heart,an heavie countenance,a wounded minde, 
weake hands, and feeble knees. A vitious woman, and 
death, aretwo ofthe bittercſt things in the world. The 
calc isall one with the Comique conceit ; Theday that 
a man marrieth-ſuch an one, is all one, as if his friend 
ſhould bid him goc home and hang himſelfe. 

Such amonſteras ſhee is, ſhall be brought out into the 
Congregation, and examination ſhall be had of herchil- 


dren; 
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dren , her chuldren ſhall nor rake root,, and her branches 
ſhall bring forth oo fruit ,. a ſhamefull report ſhall ſhee 
leave, and th-ftinke of her reproach ſhall nat be put our. 
A vitious woman in her cholerick mood, is a Pyroman. 
tickDivell, in hermelancholy and ſullen fits,a Geoman- 
zick Hob-goblin ; in her flegmatick diſpoſition,a Hydre. 

- mantick Hydrazand in her ſanguine and beſt condition,an 
e/Eromantick Muſhrome, Concipit at bera mente. ,. CAens 
levior vento, tofled up and downe with every. fancie, 
have read of Cardanw his father, how hee conjured up ſe- 
ven Divels at once: Hee that marrieth a vitious wife hath 
no need to fend to a Conjurer z hee (ball ſee the ſeven 
deadly ſinnes ruling, reigning, and raging in his Empou- 
ſa, as the ſeven Divels in Mary Magda/en,whiles ſhee was 
yet noconvert. The poore man then hath no remedie but 
prayerand-patience,and faſt he muſt too , for this kinde 
of Divels goeth not onr, but by prayer and faſting. 

Bleſſed is the man that never ſees this vitious Creature, 
more bleſſed that never hears her, and moſt bleſſed that 
nevertoucheth her. Somuch for this 24.70. Nor que- 
rexdo, (ed execrando potins. 

Nolo igitur ulterius hanc , vel potiug iſtanc movere came- 
rinam.V aleat illa, imo lougum wvaleat cum Ila: A vertuous 
woman is my Theame : the vitious one isa ſtake for the 
Devill ro rake in. But whar ſhall we ſay to the parties of 
cither ſexe,as was propoſed ? Firſt ro husbands,and then 
[0 WIVES. 

To Mea then,as they are husbands. If your wives ſhall 
at any time boaſt, and brag, as oft-times many pimpcr- 
nells doe, withour cauſe, that they are pearles, and ought 
to beeſteemed ſo ; doe you doe no more but bring them 
tothetriall,as Zep:1daries doc in the triall ofthcir pretious 
ſtones, , 

D Foure 
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Foure wayes they uſe totrie , and dilcerne the true 
pearle from thecounterfeir. Firſt, by weight: Secondly, 
by the file: Thirdly, by the form : And fourthly, by the 
fire. 

Firſt, when they weigh them,they find that the coun. 
terfeit ſtone is many graines lighter than thetrue one, al- 
beitit be of the ſame quantity. The vertuous wife is of 
a eratious ſtayedneſs in her oare,ſ! peech,and whole com- 
portment; ſhee is no giddie, minſing minion, no skitriſh, 
ſqueamiſh, light houſwite. 

Secondly,when Lapidaries bring their pretious ſtones 
to the file, the touch of the file cannotraſterhe true one. 
Ir abates and dulls the ſharpeſt, and keeneſt edged file. 
T his true pearle, this gratious woman,is{uch an one;ſhee 
cannot betouched, ſhee cannot beraſted, ſhee cannot be 
tainted by the moſt imperious, or impetuons Tempter; 
ſhee is terrible and dreadfull unto them, ſoone doth ſhee 
abate theirkeene courage : no wily winke, no lure of let- 
ter willſhee ſtoop to, nor to any other wicked and wan- 
ton enticement; no Philtrum , no follie, no fanciecan 
worke on her in any kinde. Shee reſiſts all-baſe condi- 
rions, and like a marble pillar,ſhee retorts into their faces 
all thoſearrows (or fooles boltsrather)of foolery, wan- 
tonneſſe, and luſtfulneſle that are ſhor at her. 

37, when] ewellers trie their pearles by their form,they 
 finde, thatit is impoſſible for a counterfeit to be of thar 
form and faſhion, that a true one is of. Now it is known, 
that Forma dat a rei, Thetruth is, that pearles indecd 
doe, by their aſpeR, ſatisfie the beholder, but never ſati- 
atesthem. Thetrue gratious wife ſo demeanes her ſelfe 
in Mood and Figure to her husband, that hee alwayes 
 leavesher, with appetite to cometo her againe : whereas 

the counterfeit piece (or patch rather ) when ſhee hath 


weariced 
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wearicd her {cltc and her husband,vondum ſatiata recedit, 
Laſtly,when Laprdarres try the pretious fromthecoun- 4 
terfeit, by fire they finde, that the counterfeit moulders 
away to nothing; whereas the true pearle will not be the 
worle. The fiery tryall of ſorrow,licknefle,povertie and 
ſharpeſt afflitions daunts not the vertuous witc. Shee 
ſhrinkes not inan hard time ; ſheeistrueto her husband 
(Melle & felte) inproſpericy and adverſity, in weale and 
woe, in life and in death. | 
Weighthem then,good men, youthat havethem, and 
ſee,if in the weight they be not found too light, like Bel» Pan 5: 
ſha\7ar the grandchild of Nebuchadne3Far. 
It they prove counterfeit and light, ſurely they are not 
pearles, but bugles, light every way. In their heeles,like 
 thecorke there , in their heads, like the feather in their 
Caps; and intheir hands, liketheir fooliſh fanne, It you 
meet with ſuch, ſing 
Quid levins Pluma? Flamen:quid Flamine ? Flamma : 
Quid Flammi ? Mulier:quid Mwliere? 0. 
Bring them to the file, Itrhey beas weakeas water,apt 
to receive any impreſſion, as pliable to take any form as : 
Virgins waxe; take them not, eſteem them not for 
pearle;Noxſuzxt,they arc very traſhand counterfeit ſtuffe, 
fit for nothing but ro betrampled and'trode under foot, 
and to be caſt out unto the dung-hill. | 
Andif, like Swallowes, they will honour you, love 
you, andreſpeR you, whiles the ſun-ſhine of proſperity 
ſhinetkwarme upon her, andin timeof afflitionflinke, 
ſhrinke, and (inke from her obedience, dutie and debo- 
naire behaviour, the is a counterfeit diflembler, Projecia 
vilior alga, Thus muchto the good husbands, and now 
to the good wives. | 
If your husbands, or any PN ſhall ay unto. you by 
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way of overture, Or cavillation, tharthe woman was firſt 
in thetranſgrefſion, and ſo forth, with ſuch like true ob= 
jetions. Anſwer you againe, but witha great deale of 
remper and moderation, ſaying; Be it ſo,thatthe woman 
was firſt in the revolt from God, yet this ſore, you knoiy, 

is falyed, and thatgreat breach made up, repaired and 

perfected, inthat Chriſt,the world's Saviour, was made 

of a woman ; women are made coheirs with men in 

Chriſt , partaking ofthe ſame grace and favour of God, 

and thereſurreRion of the dead, which is the key of the 

Scriptures, was firſt revealed roa woman. Are not wo- 

men pearles then £ 

Ohſparealittle, lift not up your head too high, and 
ſpeake not with a ſtifle neck ; for, if you grow proud, let 
me intreat youto put on your ſpectacles, call to mind the 

_ ancient time; and looke back, leſt while you plead your 
owne cauſe,you implead your husbands. Have you not 
heard of a laſcivious, treacherous Dalilah, of adiſdain- 
full Michol, of a painted 7eFabel? and yertheſe counter- 
feits looked forthe eſtimation of Pearles and Jewels ; 
whereas the world knowes thereis no ſuch matter;unleſs 
they be like pcatles in the eye, ablemiſh, a bane, anda 
burthen, 

Learne your lefſonthen,and labour to become pearles 
indeed; you all know,that then you may juſtly challenge 
yourright,and ſtand npon your worth, and there is good 
realon for ir. A Jewell is an ornament to the beſt man that 
liveth on the carth, and ſo isa vertuous wife. It is Do- 

|. Cor. 11. Arine Apoſtolicall. The woman isthe glory of the man, 
Pror.1z+ andthe crowne of her husband, Butthis,not every wo« 
man,Zx quolibet lizno non fit Mercurins, Not that woman 
orwite, who delights in nothing elſe, butto decke and 
pranks up her ſelfe with dawbing of gold and filver, and 
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ſuch like ; burthat woman who is pretious with God tor 
her holy faith ; and gracious with Man, by her diſcreet 
and wiſe carriage, adorning her ſelfe with the feare of 
the Lord, withchaſtity, with purity, with humility, and 
with ſincere obedience, Theſe are the Margaritethe mo. 
ther of pearle ; theſe are the true Conche, (tics) as the 
Grecians call them, true Houſewives. T he Hyerozl:- 
phiques deſcribe, and pourtraite a woman {itting upon a 
ſhell- ſnaile, when they would {ignifie a good houſewife ; 
for, as that Creature carries an houſe upon its back, ſothe 
g00d houſewife will keep her houſe over her head, and 
ſtay within doores, unleſle ſhee have urgent occaſions a- 
broad. Shee is not of the Tribe of Gad, to be a gadder a- 
broad cauleſly,as commonly they doe whoarc {uch gad- 
ders, and come home crackt, as did wandring Dinah, the 
daughter of 7acob, when ſhee went gadding to ſec the 
faſhions ofrhe Countrey. 

But why doth this good woman content her ſelfe at 
home,and keep houſe ſo much  Becaule ſhee finds true 
contentment in her ſelfe ; /:rtws eſt ſeipſa contenta,Vertuc 
is coritent with it ſelfe : Soisſhee with refleting upon 
her ſelfe, and the gracious favours God hath given her. 
Shee envieth no other womans gift, nor other womans 
gowrie; every one,ſhee knowes, have their proper gift of 
God, ſome after this manner, and ſome after that, i Cor. 
7.7. then none have all. That woman is fair, like Rachel, 
yet not fruittull ;another is fruitfull, yetnot fair. Moſes 
was prudent, not eloquent ; Salomm wile, not chaſte , 
Nabal rich, buta foole, 1ephtah valorous, but abaſtard , 
Naaman hononrable, but a leper. Shee obſerves amonvg 
her neighbours; One is rich, but fooliſh , another wiſe, 
but unſucceſ-full,one wittie,but unſetled ; ſome have one 
eifr, ſome another, none haveall ; ſhee therefore is con- 
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tent with that gift, which God hath given her, It ſhee 
have nochildren,ſhee murmurs not,for God,ſhe knowes, 
is a free donor, anda wiſe diſpoſerof all things, who di- 
videth to every one ſeverally as hee will : 1 Cor. 12. 
Shee takes notice alſo as well of her defect, as of her 
gifts ; by the notice ofthe one ſhee is humble, by the. 
ther thankfull. Shee is no murmurer to grumble at Gods 
gifts, but lets him alone with his owne, both wiſe and 
oracious dealing. Shee can anſwer all grumblers, with 
thatin the Goſpel : 1s it not lawfull for God to doe what hee 
will with his owne ! Beit prefermenr, beitriches, be it ho- 
nours ; may nothee doe what hee will with his owne ? 
Shee is no male-content; ſhe fits and conſiders, the gifts 
ſhee hath, how ſmall ſoever they ſeem, arethe freegifts 


of Gods mercie,the leaſt whereof ſhee can no wayes de- 


ſerve, and forevery one, ſhee owes praiſe and thankſgi- 


_ ving : for ſheecan ſay to her ſelfe, hat have 7,3hat I have 


wot received? 1 Cor. 4.7, And howſoever itis with her, 
ſhce reſts contented in the Lord,and waits his good plea- 
ſure, 1f ſhee be afflied, ſhee reſolves, that it is good for 
her that ſhee ſhould be ſo, that ſo ſhe may learne the ſta- 
tutes of her God. If thee live ina private ſtate,ſhee aflures 
her ſelfe it is good for her, thar ſo ſhee may ſerve God, 
and be free from the temptations ot better places. If ſhee 
live in meaneecſtare, ſhee knowes that's good for her too, 
thar fo ſhee may ſerve God without the cares, and diſtra- 
Qions, thar great riches doe bring with them. Ir is good 
for her, it ſhee haveacrazie and ſickly body,that ſo ſhee 
may remember her end, and prepare for her departin 

our of this world. And ſoinall other caſcs,ſhee is ſtill 
content with her ſelfe, and thinks that beſt, which God 
allotteth her, and reſolves her ſelfe, that if her provifion 
had beene better in the world, her condition might 


have 
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have bin worſe toward God. Give methen bur « gracs- 
0s Veriuons wife, aud her price is farre above Rubies, I 
read of twelve prerions ſtones inrhe Breſt-plate of 4s- 
ron, of twelve gates inthe heavenly 7eruſalem, that are 
twelve pearles. Give mea gracious vertuous woman,and 
her worth is more pretious than theſe. Sec her ſuper-ſu- 
perlative worth, farre above Rubies. Pretious ſtones have 
bur their ſeverall, fingular, and individuall properties, 
ſplendours and operations , but ſhee alone haththem all. 
The Ametift drives away Drunkennefle, ſhee is ſober; 
and if (hee have a drunken Sottto her husban her 
ſweet modeſty,ſobriery,and Chriſtian counſell,isÞ daily 
admonition, and holy meanestoreclaime him from rhar 
beaſtly.Sin. The Ber: hath ſix angles;ſhee is ſetled,com- 
poled,8 ſtedfaſt at all times, in all places. The Calcedon 
cures the frantick phantaſie , ſhee,by her ſtayed deport- 
ment, makes ahumorous husband to ſee his lunatick fits 
of follie and frenfie, The Chryſoperaſe quencherh luſt , 
ſhee is chaſte,and giveth temperate example in the marri- 
age-bed. The Chryſolite ſhineth in the darke,ſoglitrererh 
ſhee with her rare endowments,albeitſhce be matched in 
the midſt of a froward, untoward, and crooked genera- 
tion : And the Emerald is alwayesgreen, ſhee flouriſheth 
in her goodneſle like a Palme tree, The /afper is ever pli- 
able in irs aſpe@to the beholder, and is bright and dif- 
coloured, asthe wearer is cither well,or ill affeed;ſhee, 
this gracious wife, like Hippocrates twins, ſmileth and 
_—_— rejoycethand isſad, as ſhee obſerverh her huſ- 
band to be diſpoſed. The 1acinth worketh gentleneſs and 
man- ſweetneſs in Nature;nothing more compliablegand 
more facile to her husbands benr than ſhee inall things 
thatare good. The Saphire is of an azure hue, of the co- 


lour of the firmament of heaven ; her pious mind —__ 
| | x 


The incomparable T EWEL L. 


| 4 


AA 


of nothing more than of heaven and heavenly things. 
The Sards ſtone is dreadfull to wilde beaſts ; ſhee is. aw-: 
full to all wilde tempting beaſts of exorbitant and extra- 
vagant luſt, The Sardonrx worketh by inclination to fin- 
cerity ; ſhee doth all things with an open heart, and plain 
breaſt, with the integrity of her loyall heart,and the dif- 
cretion of her houſewife-like hand. And the T opaF ope- 
rates perſeverance ; ſhee isalwayecs the ſame at homeand 
abroad, in her husbands abſence as in his preſence. Her 
Motto is, Semper eadem, as was ſaid before. 

Its,paſt diſputethen,rbat this vertuous woman is in her 
price,Worth, and true repute above Rubies, yea farre a- 
bove Rubies. Singular and ſcverall pearles have fingular 


and everall propertics; ſhee alone hath all theſe rarities, 


Et quid vultis amplins ? | 

Queſtion it not therefore, O yee Sons of men, for, if 
there be a Symmumbonum here on earth, which may be 
Chriftianly nameda ſecondary chiefe good, ir is ( ſans 
queſtion) a gracious and vertuous wife, The reaſons are 
manifeſt. Firſt, Nature doth nothing in vaine, therefore 
the God of Nature doth nothing in vaine, Secondly, All 
mens actions tendto a primaricend, and there they reſt, 
otherwiſethe progreſle of mens actions would goc in zx- 
finitum. T hirdly,Man 1s a Creaturc ſubjz&ro infelicitie, 
eſpecially inthe contrary of this particular, that muſt lye 
ſo neer himzto wir, If a man finde a vitious woman, 2#a- 


rum infinitus eft numerus, and therefore man is capable of 


happineſle, otherwiſe hee were the moſt miſerable crea- 
ture of all. Fourthly, to conclude this point, Man is fur- 
niſhed witha Mind intelligent of honeſtic and felicitie, 
and with a Will capable of vertue and goodneſle, 

Many and manifold have been, and are the differences 
of opinions touching the Chicfe Good here in this 


world : 
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world; bur as long as blindneſſe of mind inthe corrupted 
heart ofman reigneth, and the ſtudie and muſing of croſ- 
fing and croſs-biting one another doth remain together, 
with the affeRation of vaineand vile glory (which is Pa- 
ramount ) this difference will continue untill rhe ſecond 
comming of $4110; foralbeit inthis life there is no per- 
te happineſleta be found, no not inthe chiefeſt good , 
yet we may attaine to ſome degrees therein ; and among 
C_R here beneath, a vertuous wifeis an eſpeci- 
all helpe. 

Talke with the vulgar, andthey will tell you, thatthe 
chiefeſt good here on earth isno whereto be found bur 
inriches, but ah mee, they are quite beſide the matter: 
For, riches may be gotten by unjuſt &unlawfull meanes; 
| but this bleſhngot a vertuous wife can be had by no 
meanes,but by goodand godly ſecking her in Gods fear, 
and craving his favour. The owners of riches may be the 
ſcumme ofthe people; but of this ſweetblefling none, 
but thoſe whom God loveth. Riches are abuſed to all 
kinde of voluptuous vitiouſneſfle;this vertuous Creature 
will not beabuſed toany evill turne. Riches are uncer- 
taine, this moſtcercaine. Riches ſatisfie not, this creature 
doth. Andina word, Riches are not deſired for them- 
ſelves onely, but for another end and purpoſe ; whereas 
a vertuous wife is defired for her ſelfe onely, and for no 


other purpoſe. | 


Talke with a polititian, ora Militarie man, all their 
Tenet is Honour and Glory fortheir chiefe good ; but 
their Tenet is alſo moſt abſurd. For, honour and glory 
may beatchieved by moſt unworthy groomes ; but this 
blefling cannor. Honour is fickle, this faſt, Honour 1s 
more 73 honorante, than in hoxorato : that's to ſay , More 
inthe power of. him that gives = honour, thanin _ 

+, peed that 


"mn 


The incomparable j EWELL. 


that receives it. But this tranſcendent is iathe power of 
the poſſeſſor. 

Talke with the Learned, and they will tell yon,that the 
Epicures ſought to finde their happinefle in Pleaſure; 
which opinion, among the Ancient, wasunderſtood in 
the groſle and carnall ſenſe; butthe Modern and latter 
learned have gone about to mollifie, and modifie that 
conceit ; and by Pleaſure, underſtand notthat Pleaſure 
which mortals have common with beafts , but they 
thereby underſtood a pure Contentation, and obleRati- 
on of minde, abſtracted from corporeall and grofle con- 
ceits, arifing up in the mind of man fromthe knowledge 


* ofexcellent rarities, 8 from the ations of honeſt things, 


In the former ſenſe, for a man to marriea wite onely 
for corporall and carnall pleaſure, as the end of his mix- | 
ing himſelfe with her, is moſt beſtiall, and moſt unwor- 
thy a Chriſtian. For, man knowethright well, that that > 
pleaſure is common alſo to brute beaſts ; brings with it 
tediouſneſſe, and wofull effeRs inthe exceſſe thereof, 
makes aman effeminate, and unfit for maſculine and 
brave undertakings; ſtirs upa man oft-times to moſt de- 
fperate and damnable dcfignes ; may be hindered by 
diſeaſes, oldage, and many other occurrences; and it 
doth fight againſt all vertu:s, eſpecially againſt Tempe- 
rance and Modeftie. True it is, that all living Creatures 
deſire that pleaſure inthe ſenſitive appetite ; but for a 
Chriſtian man toſer hisayme, end and bent upon thar, 
which is common alſorto brute beaſts, and to. ſecke his 
Summum Bonum in the inferior, ignoble and ſenſuall part 
of man, No ſani eſt hominss, non ſan juret Oreſtes. 

Fora Chriſtian man will ſoone reſolve the caſe plain- 
Iy, knowing, that bodily pleaſure was not in the Crearti- 
on of man ; for, inthe primitive puritie,the ſenſitive part 

Was 
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was ſubj< to anholy and heavenly minde, made and 
framed according tothe image of God; but this ſenſuall 
pleaſure came from corruption and finne in our revolt 
from God, and fettered our Nature, inſomuch, that the 
minde of man , becemming deſtitute of its former ſan- 
Rimony, neither would , nor could commandthe ſenſi. 
uve power, unlefle that breach be made up by God in 
Chriſt, or reſtrained, as wee note it was in divers Hea- 


then ; as in Zecretia, the Roman Ladic, and in Perelope, - 


the Grecian Dame, and thelike. 

Talke with all the ancient learning of the Stoicks, Pe- 
ripateticks, and Academicks, and they will tell you by 
common conſent (choro conſoro,) that the chicteſt good is 
no where to be found, but ia vertue. And albeit they had 
_ aſceming difference aboutthe habit of vertue, and the 
exerciſe thereof; yetthey agree in this, that vertue beau- 
tifies the beſt part of man, that is, his mind, makes him 
moft like to his God, cannot be taken from him by any 
meanes bur by the permiſſion of God, 
feriour and ſubordinate favours, as Riches, Honour, 
Health, and the like, to beat his ſervice, and to become 
bleſſings unto the owners. 

Sothen, whethera man begin with the Stoicks, and 
place his felicitic in the habir of vertue : or with the Pe- 
ripateticks goe onto the ation and exerciſe of vertue,it 
may ealily be reconciled. For,as the one thought not the 
habite of vertue onlyto be ſufficient to happinels, unleſſe 
it went ontotheaRion : ſothe other thought no ation 
of vertueto be good, unlefle it iſſued from the internall 
habite , for thatthe purpoſe of doing well is never h1n- 
dered, much lefſe taken away from a vertuous creature, 
bur ſtill upon every emergent occaſion, a vertuous man 
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aR, andexcrciſe thereof with all cheertulneſle and ala. 
critie. It isnot therefore (good women) either health, or 
beautie, or nobleneſſe of birth, or riches, or honour,and 
ſo forth, that makes you vertuous ; but when you labour, 
and ſtudie,and ſtrive to be good in your ſelves,and todoe 
good to others, Irisnotthe Pearles and Jewels that you 
lade your ſelyes withall,and thinke you ſhine withthem, 
that makes you the more eſteemed with wiſe husbands, 
or with other wiſe men ; but the habite of your vertuous 
minde, and the cexcellencie of your vertuous actions, 
theſe makes you gracious with God, and glorious with 
men, and foto be prized farre above Rubies. 
now But doe youthinke yourlelves everthe more vertu- 
rilarum in- OUS,Or MOre pretious with God or good men,when your 
Ein © ropes of pearle are ſorich, that upon one rope hang the 
prices of diverſe Lordſhips ? as S* Hzerome tells us in the 
life of Pau! the Ererwite, In: 
Trl. & Ordocyou repute yourlſelveseverthe better, when: 
le your tenderneck carries woods and Ilands upon it, and 
Suczer. .. at YOUr Eares doe hang dangling Jewels worth the Reve- 
beaz AuveSOfarich Familie © or when your mad fancies this 
way bring your husbands into baſe fervilitic by your 
Plinin. hanging rwo or three patrimonicsateach eare? And doe 
you boaſt and brag, thar a pearle is a womans ſerjeant to 
war upon her, when hee ſhowes her ſelfe abroad 2 
Or doe you ſuppoſe, that any wiſe man can make ac- 
countof you , when you.doe not bluſh ro paint your 
cheeks onely, but your eye-browes alſo 2 when you 
frifle your hair,and curle it too with hot irons ? or when 
you dye your hair, or wear that which is bought,in ſtead 
of your owne, & ſocarrie a lie in ſight upon your heads ? 
or when one ſhall come into your chambers, and finde 
infinice boxes filled with lothſometraſh of ſundry kindes 
of 
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of colours and compoſitions for the dawbing and hi- 
ding of your deformitics,the very ſightand ſmell where- 
ofis able toturne a mans ſtomach ? 

O yee fond and fooliſh daughters of men,can yee ſup- 
poſe, that your niceneſle in your apparell and drefling 
makes you the more reſpeted with good and godly 
people ? tharif but an haire be amiſle, ora paultrie pin, 
you mult call a Counſell about you for the reforming of 
it, as if your credit,or your life in queſtion were ; nay, if 
but any little crannieappearethrough any part or hole of 
your fan, orifa fliechance tofitupon it, you preſently 
complaine, that you were not borne amongthe Cimme- 
rians. 


Doe youthinke, that you are yertuous womenin theſe 
ont- 


and ſuch like fantaſticks ? or when you get upon one cas, Swe 


joynt of your leaſt finger a Sardonix, a Smaragd, a Jaſper, 13590590 


anda D:amozd,as the fond, fooliſh, phantaſtick Courtier id, 
Stella in Martiall is ſaid to wearefor when, like Lollza Pat ticulo Stella 


lina,ycego beſet and bedeckt all over with Emraudsand $209... 
Pearles ranged in rowes one by another round about 
your T ires, Caules, Borders, Peruges of haire, Boongra- 
ces, Chaplcts, Carcanets,upon your wriſts in Bracelets, 
upon your fingers with Rings, that yee glitter and ſhinc 
againe as yee mince along 2 What with all theſe can you 
make of your ſelves, but idle houſewives and idols of 
vanity f 6 

Will you hearethe Prophet of the Lord round you 
inthe care 2 The Lord ſaith, Becauſe the Daughters of Eſ.z3-16.&c 
Sion are haughty, aud walke with ſtretched ont necks, and Pecyimar 
with wandring eyes, walking and mincing as they goe, and mis, a:o- 
making atinkling with theix feet , Therefore jhall the Lord tc ongia: 
wake their heads bald,and diſcover their ſecrets, and bereave + are 
them of their ſlippers, caules, rOug tixes, poeet balles, brace- ella fuk 
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andyour ſtrengthbe the comfort of your age,and wit the 


lets, bonnets, borders, tablets, ear-rings, muſflers, vailes, 
wimples, curling-pins, zlaſſes, fine linnen, their hoods, and 
lawnes : And inſtead of ſweet ſavour there ſhall bee ſlinke, 
is ſtead of an ornament arent in ſtead of braiding their haire 
baldneſſe, in flead of a ſtomacher ſack-cloth, andin ſtead of 
beautie burning , ard for their jollitie and mirth, they ſhall 
{it in deſolationnpon the ground. 
For, in the oldtime, the women (faith S* Peter) that 
truſted in God, did not thus attirethemſelves in all out. 
ward bravery, but their vertue was ſuch as to looke that 


1Tet-34- the hid man inthe heart might be uncorrupted, cloathed 


witha meek andquiet ſpirit,which is before God athing 
much ſet by. Herein you may rejoyceit you be thus min- 
ded, otherwiſe all-your pert and proud boaſting is vile 
and yaine : and ſo Ilcave you to pondertheſethings,and 
if you be vertuous you ſhall underſtand the loving kiad- 
nefle of the Lord. | 


Yea,if you be the ſtrong woman, as the Text is rendered, 


prace of your ſtrength , yetvertue isthe guide of your 
wit; for, your age without ſtrength is tedious, ſtrength 
without wit dangerous, and wit without vertue hurttull 
and pernicious. For,vertue is, like a rich ſtone, beſt plaine 
ſer, and ſurely vertue is beſt fer in a comely body, albeit 
not of delicate or delicious feature. Vertue gives and 
vets favour ; beauty hath the only colour, and that 's the 
beſt favour, which a picture cannot expreſle, for that 
beaurtic makes verrues ſhine, and vices bluſh. And there 
L leave you, good women,and returne againeto the men. 
 Wharifl read my Text in favour and behalfe of the 
oo0d women; 8& make a 2agre: Who can findea vertu- 
ous Man,or Husband?8: put in the 2gare,for his price is 
farre above 1000000d00 millions of millions, or what 
can 
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can be thought on, in the latitude and exrent of mans in- 
vention : Doubtleſle the maſculine vertue out-ſtrippeth 
the feminine multi paraſangs, 

For, the ſoule of a vertuous man is the proper ſubje&t 
of vertue ; the powers whereof in the rationall part doe 
command, and in the irrationall part doe obey. In his ra- 
tionall parr,theunderſtanding inthe T heorie conceiveth 
of things aright, and in thepractice doth them rightly. 

His memorie, which is ſervantto his underſtanding, 
records things in generall, as Notions of good andevill, 
and in ſpeciall, either doth, or not doth,as the Objeds be 


either good or evill. His other part of the reaſonable : 


foule is his Will ; which followeth, or avoydeththar, 
which his right reaſon -judgeth to be done or undone. 
This Will of this vertuous man refpeds the end of all his 
N_ , yeaandthe meanes too that conduce tothe 
end. | 
The Aﬀections of this vertuous man, arethe Object of 
vertue, in the moderation and ſubjetipn whereof- his 
maſculine vertue is chiefly bufied. He alfd is well aware, 
that the cauſe of vertue'is not in the remperature of the 
body, as Galen, and fome other Philoſophers thoughr, 
as if a cholerick complexion caufed men to be ofa fierce 
and fiery condition; a melancholick, made men ſadand 
thiokeative, a ſanguine, merry and compliable , aphleg- 
matique, lazicand ſleepie. True it is, thatthe tempera- 
ture of the body, be it cither compleat or crafte, may en- 
clinea man; for wee ſee by experience, that choler in a 
mana, being vehemently kindled, drives him oft into a 
phrenfte, ro much melancholy, intomadnefſe ; abun- 
dance of phlegme that is redundant caſts aman into ſot- 
tiſhfoolerie. 
Theſe, Ifay, may inclinea man, but by education, 
cuſtome, 
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cuſtomeand learning they may outwardly be corrected, 
and inwardly,by the inſpiration and influence. of divine 
orace,they may be amended. For, wee ſee by experience, 
that many men ate wiſe, and of great temperance and 
moderation , whoſe complexion doth ſhow the con- 
TarlCe | 

Mien are learned, and their knowledge in learning ſtirs 
them up to maſculine and vertuous undertakings. For, 
by knowledge and learning, the maſculine minde of a 
man is inuredto turne it ſelte from the groſſe and muddie 
things here below, and from the objects of fond affeci- 
ons,by which meanes occaſions are cut off, that oft-times 
draw themindeto vitious courſes. Secondly, by his 
learning heeknoweththe Nature and Cauſes of things, 
and caneſteeme of them as they are; and ſo knowes how 
to magnifiethings of worth, and tovilifie vaine things: 
yea, & thoſe things, which to the vulgar ſeeme admirable 
and dreadfull, hee knowes are unworthy his cognizance 
or reſpet, Thirdly, in his notice of things naturall and 
ſupernaturall , hee ſeeth many cauſes and enforcing rea- 
ſons, why a man ſhould be inflamed to vertue, and to de- 
teſtandabominate vitious living. For, heunderſtandeth 
the Nature and Excellencie of the Creator, and labours 
to be like him, asknowing, thatall things under the Sun 
are cteated of God for man ; and therefore man is ſtirred 
upto ſerve, and to bethankfull to hi- fo gracious a Bene- 


_ faftor. Beſides, mans learning ſhewes him in the very 


bewanting in his dutie, Laſtly, learning preſcribesand 


Creatures the impreſſions of vertue, in ſome of tempe- 
rance, in others of yalour and chaſtii}y in all a naturall 
inſtin& and induſtrie to undergoe thoſe parts and duties 
whichare proper untothem, whereby hee is moved to 
thinke how unworthy and unjuſt a thing itis for man to 
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ſets torth thetrue torme ot vertue, propoſeth the prece- 
dents of worthy men, who by their excellent vertues 
have atchieved honour, glory, andrewgrds of great ac- 
count; and contrariwiſe, ſetteth out the wofull ends,and 
i2nominious deaths of ſuch as haveſold themſelves to all 
kinde of vitiouſnefle ; whereby the maſculine minde of 
a vertuous maa iscafily indued, and at the laſt Tadiſhe 
with the loveand admiration of vertue, and with a dete- 
| ſtation of vice and vanity. 

Moreover, this vertuous man knowes where to ſeeke 
for vertue, eveninthe midſt ofa number of vices. For, 
as inacircle there is one onely center in the midſt of the 
circle; and allthe points running from the center are not 
centers, but make a recefſe from it ; ſovertue being but 
one and fingular, and vice beirig various and manifold,is 


to be ſoughtin the midſt of vices, or if you will, in the 


midſt of affeions, and not in their extremities. 

And forthat this Medium,or Meane,wherein this mal. 
culine vertue is to be ſought and found,iseither Ar:thme. 
ticall or Geometricall ,this vertuous man knowes that it is 
not found in an Arithmericallmeane, which is Equalitie 
of Exceſſes, but in a Geometrical meane, which is Equali- 
ty of Proportions. Hee alſo knowes the reaſon hereof. 
For that vertue doth not alwayes make uncquall recefle 
from cither extreme; but it oftfalls our,that vertue makes 
a neerer acceſſ-+2 the vice which is in the exceſle, than 
tothe vice in defe&t, and oft-times the contrary. As for 
example ſake : The vertue of valour drawes neerer to 
boldnefſe, than to cowardice and baſe feare. Tempe- 
rance another vertue moreinclinesto abſtinence which 
is inthe defe, than to intemperance which is in the 
exceſle. | 
' This neerneſle alſo is cither greater or leſſer, as the 
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occaſionsand (everall objes doe require, which this 
vertuious man knowes are ſeven compriſed in one verſe. 
Auis, Quid, Vbi, Quibus auxilys, Cur, Quomoay, 
Quando, Which circumſtances he diligently weighes & 
conſiders, to the end, that every vcrtuous act of him 
may be direRed according to rhe rule of right reaſon, 
and the golden meane of comely and equall proportion, 
the Law of God being his oncly and exact rule to ſquare 
all and every one of his ations by:yea,but ſtay you there 
alittle, by your leave, ſayes the teminine ſex. Where 
may weefinde the man thus accoutred ? I anſwer, That 


y:5is emo there liveth not the man bur hath his defe, yeaand fault 
e000 if you will : heeis beſt yerthat hath feweſt faults, 


Optimus illc 
eft, qui mi- 
mms urve- 


w. © and fooliſhwoman cannot judge of,nor diſcerne neither. 


and whoſe vertues doe ſurpaſle his vices ; whicha fond 


Whence comes all that ſweer concord and cohabita-- 
tion of contraries, that are matched together as man and - 
wife, in the whole world © Is itnot from the ſweet ver- 
tue of one of them, or of both? O how unequally are 
ſome yoaked ? 

This man is uncqually yoaked with adaring, audaci- 
ous and impetuous dame ; had hee not vertue of bearing 
and forbearing, both in his chriſtian and civill carriage, 
what iſſue could be expected, but ruine and wretched- 
nefſe 2 Better therefore is the patient man, than the ſtour 
and ſtrange;and hee that by his maſculine vertue ſubdues 
himſelfe, than hee that takes a Citie. 

Another is unequally yoaked with an intemperate, 
luſtfull and unſatiable patch, which makes the very mar- 
riage-bed loathed and abominable ; all delicates cannot 
ſatisfic her delicious, luxurious and laſcivious palate;and 
commonly, aliquorous and ſweet-mouthed taſte hath a 
leacheroas touch of the ſame quality, anda ſmack of the 
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ſame ſmoake at the other end ofthe houſe. Ifnow this 
maſculine, gracious, and vertuous man had not modera- 
tiontomodifre, & temperanceto order and guide things 
in agolden meane, what would or could cnſue bur pe- 
nuric * 
A third is unequally yoaked, eithertoa baſe ſcraping 
6& avaritious ſcrat, or toa profuſe, prodigall and prodi- 
gious unthrift. If then the maſculine vertue of a good, 
free and Jiberall husband did not intervene togaine and 
eta ſtate (whence it ought) by honeſt labour and a god. 
y calling (not by dice, luſt, or uſurie) and to uſe it when 
itis gotten with moderation and meaſure, and in beſtow- 
ing his bcneficence to erogateit to none butto honeſt 


perſons, and for honeſt cauſes, to proportion that which 


isgiven,togiveittowhomand when it ought,as to thoſe 
thatare indigent and want our relicfe, orto ſuch as have 
well deſerved of us, ortoſuch whom vicinity, commu- 
nity, and ſociety of commerce doe commend unto us, 
to give it cheerfully (that wee doegive) and without re- 
oret, and to give out of thy ciſterne, not out of thy foun- 
raine, leſt that thereby become dry and exhauſted: If then 
I ſay, this gracious vertue of this good husband did not 
intervene, what could be expected, but that the prodi- 
gality of the one would ſoone bring a Noble to nine 
pence,a faire Eſtate to a morſell of bread,anG makea Far- 
mer a begger ; and the baſeneſſe of the other make them 
and their progeniero be hated ? and if they beleft rich 
with ſuch proling,ſcraping,and penurious patcherie,they 
are left bur as a prize to the next birds of prey that dwell 


about rem. 


A fourthis uncqually yoaked with an immodeſt piece, 


who can doe little but open her mouth wide moſt petu- 


lantly, either in her owne praiſe, or inthe laudof her 
| F 2 other 
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other husband, without any reſpea ot time, or place, or 
perſons, to no purpoſe inthe world butto vent ſome of 
her venometo herpreſent occaſion : whether would her 
tongue walke, thinke you, had ſhee not a modeſt, mode. 
rate, and verecundious husband, to reſtraine and over- 
awe her over-daring, ſawcie, and impetuous world of 
evill in her mouth, with the ſweet rules of maſculine and 
matchleſs modeſtie ? would ſhee not make rhe whole 
world (that knowes her)to be weary of her petulant pra- 
ting, and fooliſh Phariſaicall boaſting? willing her,tobe-. 
thinkeher ſelfe of the precepts and counſels of wiſdome, 
Let the mouth of a ſtra nger pro thee,not thine owne month, 
and the lips of another, ana not thine, 

A fifth is unequally yoaked to an angry, fretfull, and 
revengefullfuric, who is like gun-powder ; touch it with 
fire, and it is preſently in your face ; touch her once with* 
the leaſt coale, downe into the Gunner-roome pets ſhee; 
and lets flie her broad fidesat you; being thus ſuddenly: 
moved, ſhee is enraged, implacable and cruell : Did not 
now this maſculine man of vertue interpoſe, thatnothing 
ſhould be raſhly done , but as Arhenoderms gave the rule 
to Alexander, ifat any time his minde began to beftir- 
red up and moved to anger, hee ſhould not ſpeake untill 
hee had cacitely to himſelfe repeated the letters of the 
Greeke Alphaber, that ſo his minde might in the z»terim 
ſertle and be more compoſed,and then hee might anſwer 
andreply with judgement. Andas bleſſed Ambroſe the 
Biſhop of Mi/laine gave in rule to Theodoſies the Empe- 
rour, that hee ſhouldat notime figne his imperiall man- 
dates forthe execution of capitall offendors., but hee 
thould ever reſpite the execution for thirty dayes after 
the mandate wasout, that in themeanetime the heat of 
his offended minde might be appeaſed, rhe juſtice of the 


decree 
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decree of death might be weighed ; and, if there were 
cauſe,he might revoke, and call backe his ſentence. - 

A ftxth is unequally yoaked toanunfriendly,lying,and 
uncivill ſlut, In the firſt,ſhce is wayward in all congreſle, 
in conference difficult and tetrick, in counſell conten- 
tious, andin colloquie a perpetuall diQator. In the ſe- 
cond, ſhee is a palpable diſſembler : No Popiſh Emiſſa- 
ric hath more #quivocations ; no Jeſuite more mentall 
reſervations; no ſcoffing Iſmaelicemore frumps and iro- 
nicall daſhes, carrying onething glib in her tongue, and 
another thing hid in her heart : arrogance and vanity are 
the whelpes of this ſpitefull hypocrite. In the third,ſhe is 
{currulous, ruſticke, and unſavorie. Did not the maſcu- 
line vertye of a gracious husband ſtay the bells, what 
would become of her 2 His ſweet and man-ſuete affabi- 
lity toall,his civill (not Logicall or Meraphyficall)truth 
—as it refers tothe life of man inall things, his urbaninie, 
feſtivitie, and faire debonaire behaviour, condemns, if 
not corrects all that miſhapen, miſcreant-like, and mil- 
chievous hodg-pot and medley of her lewd,lying, unct- 
vill, and brainfick rongue. | 


For, hee well knowes, that faire language, and a faith- P:0.22.17. 


full heart is the delight of a King. That a fooliſhman pro.rr.12. 


will deſpiſe and deſpite his neighbour, but a wiſe man is 


as a deafe manto all evill report. That a prudent man Pro-17.27. 


will reſtraine histalke, andan intelligent perſon is of a 


cold and temperate ſpirit. That as vapours and winde Pro.2y.14- 


wherein is no raine ( and ſodoe no good) is a fooliſh 


body that boaſts of that which is not. That a Bard or pro.z4.re. 


foole breathes out all his ſpiritatonce, but a wiſe man 


will ſtay it backe. That a joyous heart, is phyſtcktorhe pro,17.z:. 


body, but a melancbolick diſpoſition dricth the bones. 
That the maſculine minde of 


F 3 of 


a prudent man doth muſe pro.15.14, 
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otknowledge, but the mouth of a foole feedeth himſelfe 
fat with foolcries. 

A ſeventh is unequally yoakedto a ſhameleſſe,beaſtly, 
and incorrigible brute, who is neither capable of coun- 
ſell, nor willing to be reformed, nor careth for inſtrudi- 
on; bur ſhee deſpiſerh all reſtraint of her madneſs, and 
hath caſt the Law of Godand good manners behinde her 
back : Impudent ſhee is, and hath ftecled her whores 
forehead, that ſhee ſtands inawe of nothing that may 
ſhame her. And for thatthis her exceſle doth further make 
receſſe from the golden meane, the more incurable ſhee 
is : And,Csi pudor peryt, i peryt autequam perit. But this 
vertuous husband ſteps inand would pluck her out of the 
fire, but ſhee will not, Curavit Babylonem, & non eſt ſana- 
ta; yet his verecundiouſneſs bluſheth for her impudent 
behaviour, and hisjuſt conceived diſpleaſure for her in- 


corrigibilitic is reſtrained with limits : for, we ſhould not” 


be incenſed with wrath becauſe of evill doers, nor fretat 
the notoriouſly wicked , inthatthere isno end of evill, 
and the lampe of the curſed ſhall be putour. 

But of all things take heed, O yee Sons of Men, that 
you be not yoaked with a foole. For, bray a foole ina 
mortar, and hee will not leavehis foolery; and of all 
fooles beware of a ſhee- foole, as of all Beares take heed 
of a ſhee-Beare, Talke with ſuch an one and perſwade 
herto wiſdome, ſhee hath no capacitie for that ; but ci- 
ther out of the concavity or convexity of her hollow 
ſcull ſhee frames Chimezraes, and ſo buries her ſclfe and 
the poore manin miſ-lead errour, mizeecled ignorance, 
and voluntarie blindneſs : Deale with ſuch arr one, ſhee 
deales with thee ſammo jure, cavilling at thy cleereſt 
0p withan idle interpretation of her own fooliſh 

ancie. | 
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Not unlikethe Thracians, who (as Strabs relates it) 


making truce with the Beotians for ſome certaine 
dayes, did notwithſtanding depopulate and ſpoyle 
cheir territories in the nighre ſeaſon, Or nor unlike as 
when Pap:lis, in the Capitulations of peace made 
with Antiochws, had condeſcended and capitulared, 
that the Romans had lefr halfe the ſhipping to Antio- 
chus,did afterward cut the ſhips in two, . and lefrone 
halfe ſo divided to Antioch, and burnt up the other. 
No knowledge, or skill, or prudence, or underſtan- 
ding, or wiſdome of thine can beat any goodneſſe into 
her foolcs hide; but happely when ſhee is inwardly 
touched with her owne follie, ſhee doth ſhake her idle 
head, and ſo you have a foole for your labour. 

In the laſt place, let the caſe be put, that this vertu- 
ous man finds a vertuous wife, O how ſweet is that 


conjunRion 2 the blefling is doubled to cither, the 


relation is Cherubicall, the refleion Seraphicall, 
the conſummation of their loves Angelicall. And ſo I 
am by Gods favour come to the laſt point premiſed 
in my divifion of the praQique and uſefull part of this 
my Labour, to wit, as my Text reflets upon the Bride 
and Bridegroomezand firſt to himand then to her. 
Hee ought firſt ſeriouſly and ſadly to conſider, that 
Pcarles and pretious ſtones are not to be found upon 
every ſhore; for there is a pluralitie of peebles, buta 
paucitie of pearles,as I have ſaid more at large before. 
Have you touched on 4 happie ſhore ? ſtoope downe 
and take up your pearle withall cheerfulneſſe and 
gladnefle of heart, Þ 
Iathe ſecond place, having found this Jewell, it 


requires your beſt $kill to know how to weare 
it 
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it. IlGoner Penis Oo, mater S7eyis weglnges ; Many can drivethe 
plough, but few can hold and guide ir aright. 

In the third place, Have you found a vertuous wife? 
loſe her not by negligence, or by giving her an evill 
example,or reading her a lewd lefſon,as tootoo many 
doe. 

In the fourth place,Is ſhee a Pearle?tread her not un- 
der foot,fo doe hogs;and ina wordgbe you ever mind- 
full how injurious you are to God your Donor, that 
gave heruntoyouthe Donee,ſoincomparable a dona- 
tion, leſt you provoke the Almighty to diſpleaſure, 


. and hetakeher from you, andyou take another that 
will be a pearle of vexation, and troubleto your eye- 


fight,& ſhe becomeaneye-ſore unto you,andan heart- 
ſore too. | 

Inthe fifth place, callro minde your happineſſe,and 
be cheerfull init : you have God in this your great 
buſineſs as Efficient in your marriage, who hath made 
you two one (coxſenſ# Partinm)by conſent, and this is 
the eſſence of your conjunction. Your ſpouſe and you, - 
being Gods warkmanſhip, and created male and fe. 
male, are the matter in this union. The lawfulljoyning 
of you together inthe face of Gods: people, Conſen- 
ſ# Parentum, with conſent of Parents, is the forme 
and congruitie of your bleflfing : The feare of the 
Lord, which is cleane, and the procreation of Chil- 
dren, whereby God may by glorified, and the king- 
dome of Chriſt increaſed, is the end of your marriage. 
Comfort your ſelfe in this, fortheſebe the cauſes of 
all your future happineſle. 

In the fixth place, remember happineſs never comes 
toa man without holinefle ; and conceive, that a _oue 
WITTE 


(47) 


meanes and outward eſtate be thought to dull and rake 
off the edge of Eccleſiaſtical perſons from their ſacted. 
offices and performances ? The ſame might,and ſome-. 
times did befall ofold; ſo prone is manto fin :- but Ec- 


cleſiaſticall perſons have (and ſhould make uſe of their 
religious knowledge to uſe temporall things aright 
if they doe not, good Lawes eſtabliſhed in a Chri- 
ſtian Common-wealth are of force to prevent or 
cure-that malady. The Goſpel by Gods great good- 
neſle as. it hath: brought unto us- a better covenant, 
and better promiſes ; ſo it hath bettered and en- 
larged the'temporall meanes of all eſtates : Is ir fit 
here to make the Eccleſiaſticall eſtate anexception 
from the generall'? Let that, I pray you, be duly 
conſidered : God , thankes be unto him for his gra- 
cions goodneſſe, hath now made roome enough for 
his;people,, as for. Iſrael in Canaan : and what needs 


ſhips: having ſea roome at , will to claſh and fall | 


foule one againſt another *- God is good unto all, 
and. can open the ' windowes of heaven and poure 
out. 2 bleſſing on all eſtates. - Qnely let the civill 
and; ſpiritualh eſtates, as two ſtrong pillars, mutually 
conjoyne their forces, and in' Chriſtian love ſup- 
port the whole frame of the building, and ſo make 
each ' other the more ſteady and ſtrong. 


---Bur further, Is; it fit that our ecclefiaſticall perſons 
ſhould. bee termed Lerds? - + | 

-- EAnpver, firſt, It pleaſed ' God ( as above was 
1thewed ) to vouchſafe titles of his owne to Civill 
and: Ecclefiaſhcall perfons ; as theſe to the eccleſt- 
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plough, but few can hold and guide it aright. 

In the third place, Have you found a vertuous wife? 
loſe her notby negligence, or by giving her an evil] 
example,or rcading her a lewd leflon,as tootoo many 
doe. 

In the fourth place, Is ſheea Pearle?tread her not un- 
der foot,fo doe hogs;and ina wordgbe you ever mind- 
full how injurious you are to God your Donor, that 
gave herunto youthe Donee,ſoincomparable a dona- 
tion, leſt you provoke the Almighty ro diſpleaſure, | 


# 


. and he takeher from you, andyou take another that 
will be a pearle of yexation, and troubleto your eye- 


fight,& ſhe becomeaneye-ſore unto you, andan heart- 
{orc too. | 

 Inthe fifth place, callro minde your happineſſeand 
be cheerfullin it : you have God in this your great 
buſineſs as Efficient in your marriage, who hath made 
you two one (coxſenſ# Partinm)by conſent , and this is 
the eſſence of your conjunction. Your ſpouſe and you, © 
being Gods warkmanſhip, and created male and fe. 
male, are the matter in this union. The lawfulljoyning 


of you together inthe face of Gods: people, Conſen- 


ſu Paremum, with conſent of Parents, is the forme 
and congruitie of your bleſſing : The feare of the 
Lord, which is cleane, and the procreation of Chil- 
dren, whereby God may by glorified, and the king- 
dome of Chriſt increaſed, is the end of your marriage. 
Comfort your ſelfe inthis, fortheſebe the cauſes of 
all your future happineſle. 

Inthe f1xth place, remember happineſs never comes 
toa man without holinefle ; and conceive, that a good 
wife 
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mieanes and outward eſtate be thought to dullandrake: 
off the edge of Eccleſaſticall perſons from their ſacred. 
offices and performances ? The ſame might,and ſome-. 
times did befall of:old; ſo prone is man to fin :- but Ec- 


clefiaſticall perſons have (and ſhould make uſe of their 
religious knowledge to uſe temporall things aright 
if they doe not, good Lawes eſtabliſhed in a Chri- 
ſtian Common-wealth are of force to prevent or 
cure-that malady. "The Goſpel by Gods great good- 
nefle as.it hath: brought unto us a better covenant, 
and better promiſes ; ſo it hath bettered and en- 
larged the" temporall meanes of all eſtates : Is ir fit 
here to make the Eccleſiaſticall eſtate anexception 
from the generall'? Let that, I pray you, be duly 
conſidered : God , thankes be unto him for his gra- 
ciops goodneſſe, hath now made roome enough for 
his;people., as for. Iſrael in Canaan : and what needs 


ſhips: having ſea roome at , will to claſh and fall | 


foule one againſt another 2- God is good unto all, 
and. can open the ' windowes of heaven and poure 
ont. 2 blefſing on all eſtates. - Qnely let the civill 
and; ſpiritualt> eſtates, as two ſtrong pillars, mutually 
conjoyne their forces, and in' Chriſtian love _ 
port the whole frame of the building, and ſo make 
each ' other the more ſteady and ſtrong. 


---But further, Is: it fit that our ecclefiaſticall perſons 
ſhould. bee termed Lerds? - + 
-- EAnſpver, firft, It pleaſed '*' God ( as above was 
ſhewed ) to. vouchſafe titles of his owne to- Civill 
and. Eccleſiaſticall perfons ; as theſe to the eccleſt- 


aſhicall; Sar Prince, Neſt -Pxelate , [Roſh head ,. Ar- © * 
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(48) 
cerme Ht, «0s, Lord, are inthe higheſt andmoſt/ 
eminent ſenſe due ro- God onely , for hee is a Lord 

doing what ever hee pleaſeth of his owne authori- 
ry: yet in.an inferjour and ſubordinate ſenſe , Sars 

called Abraham Lord To did the Hittite, Geneſis 23. 

Abrahams ſervant is called Lord , Geneſis 24. 18. So 

is any maſter of ſervants , Exodus 21. 5. Col. 4. 7, 

and ( which comes home to this preſent objeQion) 

one of the foure and twenty Presbyters. Apor. 7.14 

is called Lord :» Andif fo, then this terme is not 

denyable to Biſhops. 

Secondly, as others in chiefe places ſubordinate 
ro Princes are high and honourable Lords , {o 
war the chiefe Ecclefaſticall perſons be venerable 
and reverend Lords : becauſe in all times, from the 
worlds begining untill Chriſts dayes, Eccleſiaſticall 
perſons wete' of great eſteeme : in the primitive 
times they were chiefe governours of the Church 
under Chriſt , and for their ſacred imployments 
fake, being men anſwerable to their calling , ought 
doubtleſſe ro have/a neer ſubordination to Chriſtt- 
an Princes; and if the ' kingdome of God by their 
vigtlancy be firſt ahd chiefly ſought, all other mat- 
rers of this world wilbe the more proſperous. 

Thirdly, Though God in ſome feriſe ax above) 
doth deny certain titles to men, yet he never was 
againſt words of due refpe& and obſervance to ſt 
mon ; nor indeed are ſach words blame worthy: 

a As 7udzs his 1O thatthey be not * bareand meer complement, and 
Haile Maſter. 10 Cordint : or b hyperbolicall 'to puffe up men with 
bby Pride. Yea , T 'know -not 'whether due titles bee 
As 32,19. Bt 'noOw more ftudiouſly and frequently fitted to 

" | mens 


(49) 
mens perſons : Becauſe, r. Some ſes ſet them- 
ſelves to vilific them. 2. Becauſe 'tis not amiſſe thereby 
to put ſome great ones in minde to be Lords, defending 
the innocent,as well as to have a title to rule over others 
inthe Lord: to be Lords providing for the welfare of 
all under them , as well as to have a power comman-. 
ding them. God hath been bountifull to Ecclefiaſticall 
perſons many wayes , and they who truely confider 
that, will not be tri handed to them. 

What hath been here ſpoken in their behalfe, was 
occaſioned by ſome, who upon faulty arguments (as I 
conceive ) judge amiſle of their places and callings : 
Theſe have (as Saint Paw in like caſe ſaid) compelled 
mee to ſpeak what I by Gods word finde to bee truth 
in this point , and ſubmit whatſoever T have hercin 


written to the religious, grave, and mature judpe- 


reaſon ofuſe have their ſenſes exerciſed todiſcern 
good and evill. 


ment of all who bee growne men in Chnit , _— 


